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‘Fostering Political Commitment and Engagement in Population 
Stabilization’ 

Parliamentarians of the Citizens' Alliance on World Population Day. 

 

Date July 11, 2012: Launched in November 2011, Citizens’ Alliance is an alliance of 
parliamentarians to take collective action for improved reproductive, child health for the 
people of India. The Alliance brings together parliamentarians across party lines, to combine 
their energies and strengthen efforts to raise awareness and address the reproductive health 
needs of healthy mothers and planned families, thus playing the role of a catalyst for change. 
Shri Naveen Jindal is the convener of the alliance. 

 

On occasion of the World Population Day, Citizens' Alliance has organized ‘Fostering 
Political Commitment and Engagement in Population Stabilization’ consultation to focus 
attention on the urgency and importance of population issues in the context of overall 
development plans and programs. This is linked to the London Family Planning Summit, a 
global effort lead by the Government of United Kingdom and donor partners, civil society to 
generate global commitments to make high quality, voluntary family planning services more 
available, acceptable and affordable. 

 

In the consultation meeting organized today parliamentarians, through evidence and data, 
recognized that while there is a decline in maternal and infant deaths, increase in adoption of 
contraceptive methods, we are still lagging behind the commitment we made towards the 
Millennium development goals and reducing the total fertility rate (number of children a 
woman has in her lifetime) quality of maternal and child health can be improved and deaths 
can be averted. 

 

The parliamentarians pledged their commitment to population stabilization by increasing 
debates on population, family planning and reproductive health issues in parliament; ensuring 
that the family planning program in their states and constituencies are receive the appropriate 
focus and funding it requires; increasing monitoring of key health and population indicators 
to ensure that communities have access to quality family planning services; motivating 
communities to be the watch dogs of the supply of and availability of quality family planning 
services, through the Village Health and Sanitation Committees, Vigilance Committees, Rogi 
Kalyan Samiti, etc.; motivating the public on the economic, socio-emotional and health 
benefits of delaying age of marriage, the age of first child (after woman is 20 years), spacing 
between children (at least 3 years) and having smaller family sizes. 



 

The parliamentarians will jointly, as part of the Citizens' Alliance will present a charter of 
demands to the Mr. Gulam Nabi Azad, honourable Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 
that include revision of the national population policy that expired in 2010; direct and 
increased monitoring support to high focus states, ensuring couples have increased access to a 
wide choice of quality family planning methods; NRHM Program Implementation Plans to be 
valid for longer duration to allow enough time for implementation; increased coordination 
between the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare for holistic implementation of health services at the community level. 

 

 
 


